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Message from our Superintendent Minister Mark Roberts  

A little bit of rural history has come to the circuit- the Golden Plough has 

arrived! Many of you will know we had to empty Helen’s mum’s house a year 

ago when she moved into a home. As part of this we have inherited the 

archives of Helen’s late Father Les. Les has a certain fame in the county of 

Herefordshire, where he is remembered as Britain’s first world ploughing 

champion. He won the world championships in Stuttgart in 1958 and got to 

keep a small replica of the Golden Plough, the winner’s trophy. 

 Competitive ploughing is still very much a part of rural life, showing 

ploughing’s continued importance in agriculture. It is essential for the 

successful growth of many crops. It aerates the soil, it brings fresh nutrients 

to the surface and it  helps to control weeds.  Although the equipment has 

changed a bit, plough men and women have been tilling the ground for at 

least 5,000 years. In the Bible we learn that the prophet Elisha amongst 



others was a ploughman, walking behind his team oxen when Elijah arrived 

to anoint him as his successor.  

The plough has something to teach us in the times when everything seems to 

be turned on its head. The earth is disturbed, but that provides the 

conditions for growth. In this little part of the Church, it has felt like things 

have been turned on their heads on a regular basis over the past few years, 

and yet there is still growth. I think this is in part because things have been 

disturbed. We have had to discover new ways and new possibilities. Things 

we might never have done otherwise have proved a success. It’s not been 

easy. There are times where I have felt very stretched, and I know many of 

you have as well. And yet God has worked through us. Every time we get 

together as a circuit, we hear stories of growth and lives being transformed 

by Christ’s love.   

All being well, in September we will be back to three ministers. The 

competitive ploughing season will be starting, but maybe the ploughing 

season in the circuit will be over (for a period at least!). I’m excited to see 

what might happen then, and I hope you are too. 

Every blessing 

Mark 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Les with the Golden Plough 



 Leaving Service  

There will be a leaving service at Rivergreen Methodist Hub for all the 

District Staff that are leaving on the 8th July 2024 at 7.30pm. 

All welcome! 

 

Nikki Geeson's Welcome Service 

We were delighted when Nikki was accepted for Ministerial training 

three years ago. Nikki was a church member in the circuit and served 

as a Local Preacher, Circuit Steward, and Circuit News editor. Nikki has 

now been stationed for her initial appointment to the National Forest 

East circuit (which covers the area around Coalville, Ashby de la Zoucha 

and Castle Donnington). 

Her welcome service will be on Thursday 29th August at 7.30pm if you 

wish to support her. Please do hold Nikki and all probationer ministers 

in your prayers. 

 

Welcome service Reverend Naomi Sparey 

Reverend Naomi Sparey will be coming to the circuit as a probationer 

minister from September this year.  Naomi will be living in the new 

manse in Radcliffe on Trent and will be working part time, which 

means that through her period as a probationer she will only have 

pastoral charge of Radcliffe on Trent.  

  

Her Circuit welcome service will be on Sunday 1st September               

at 4pm at Radcliffe. 



 

 

  

 

 3 Generate 2024- Friday 4th to Sunday 6th October at the 

NEC Birmingham 
 

3 Generate is the children’s and youth assembly of the Methodist 

Church. Over 1,000 young people (including a group from this circuit) 

will be offered a wonderful opportunity to encounter God, gather 

together and be reminded of their vital place within the wider 

Methodist Church. 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

3 Generate relies on volunteers to enable the event to be successful. 

There are a variety of roles including being part of teams running 

activities, supporting children and young people or more operational 

roles such as stewarding. 
 
 

I’ve been on the stewarding team several times over the past few 

years, and it has been hugely rewarding.   
 
 

Whether you can go for the whole weekend or just one day I would 

encourage you to see if you could be part of it. 
 

To find out more, search for 3generate at 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/  or you can ask me. 

 

mark 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/


 
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 



 


